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Matthew 18:21-35 NLT 
Parable of the Unforgiving Debtor

21 Then Peter came to him and asked, “Lord, how often 
should I forgive someone who sins against me? Seven 
times?” 22 “No, not seven times,” Jesus replied, 
“but seventy times seven!



23 “Therefore, the Kingdom of Heaven can be compared 
to a king who decided to bring his accounts up to date 
with servants who had borrowed money from him. 
24 In the process, one of his debtors was brought in who 
owed him millions of dollars. 25 He couldn’t pay, so his 
master ordered that he be sold—along with his wife, his 
children, and everything he owned—to pay the debt.



26 “But the man fell down before his master and begged him, 
‘Please, be patient with me, and I will pay it all.’ 
27 Then his master was filled with pity for him, and he 
released him and forgave his debt.
28 “But when the man left the king, he went to a fellow 
servant who owed him a few thousand dollars. He grabbed 
him by the throat and demanded instant payment.
29 “His fellow servant fell down before him and begged for a 
little more time. ‘Be patient with me, and I will pay it,’ he 
pleaded. 30 But his creditor wouldn’t wait. He had the man 
arrested and put in prison until the debt could be paid in full.



31 “When some of the other servants saw this, they were 
very upset. They went to the king and told him everything 
that had happened. 32 Then the king called in the man he 
had forgiven and said, ‘You evil servant! I forgave you that 
tremendous debt because you pleaded with me. 
33 Shouldn’t you have mercy on your fellow servant, just as I 
had mercy on you?’ 34 Then the angry king sent the man to 
prison to be tortured until he had paid his entire debt.
35 “That’s what my heavenly Father will do to you if you 
refuse to forgive your brothers and sisters from your heart.”

NIV v.34 “…turned him over to the jailers until he should
pay back all he owed.”



Psalm 7:14-16 NIV

“Whoever is pregnant with evil
conceives trouble and gives birth to disillusionment.

Whoever digs a hole and scoops it out
falls into the pit they have made.

The trouble they cause recoils on them;
their violence comes down on their own heads.”



Luke 6: 36-38 NIV
36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not 
condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and 
you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. 
A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and 
running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the 
measure you use, it will be measured to you.”



What is Jesus saying about forgiveness?

• Forgiveness is the releasing of another person from a debt 
we feel they owe us, for their sake and our own

• There are no limits to how far our forgiveness goes or how 
many times we forgive those who trespass against us

• God has forgiven us all an outrageous debt that we 
couldn’t pay or ever hope to make right on our own

• While forgiveness is always to be extended, those who do 
not repent prove they are still chained and not forgiven

• Therefore, God will righteously judge those who exploit his 
mercy to them by refusing to repent and forgive others



Healing Bad Memories

Forgiveness often requires the healing of bad memories.
Discovering the freedom of forgiveness is a process: 

1. Acknowledge your pain and grieve the loss/offense

2. Express your hurt and anger in healthy ways
(bring it out of darkness into the light)

3. Experience the reworking of a memory by allowing 
Jesus and the truth to dispel the destructive lies
(let Christ change the meaning of the memory)

4. Forgive and break the neurological ties to the event; 
sever the bitterness associated with the memory



“Forgiving does not erase the bitter past. A healed memory 
is not a deleted memory. Instead, forgiving what we cannot 
forget creates a new way to remember. We change the 
memory of our past into a hope for our future.”

Lewis Smedes



The Call of Disciples to Experience 
the Freedom of Forgiveness

Where is there unforgiveness and bitterness in you life?
Let’s consider the following questions:

• Do you need to begin forgiving someone that hurt you? 
Who? Are you willing to walk the road to freedom?

• Do you need to ask God or someone else for forgiveness?
Who are they? What is keeping you from doing it?

• Do you need to forgive yourself for something? 
What offense is so great that God’s love can’t cover it?

• Do you need to forgive someone who has passed away?
Will you allow Jesus to enter in and heal those memories?



Practicing Forgiveness

• Do not be easily offended

• Believe the best about people, do not judge

• Confront your feelings of anger immediately 

• Let your speech about others reflect a forgiven person

• Go directly to the person who has offended you

• Regularly say “I’m sorry” and  easily say “I forgive you”

• Love others as Christ loves you and forgave you



Paul, Colossians 3:12-14 NIV
12 Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. 13 Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave 
you. 14 And over all these virtues put on love, which 
binds them all together in perfect unity. 
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