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Lent 3 | His WiII Made Manifest



Living Ink | Lent to Easter 2016

* Lent is a 40-day season when the church commemorates the
time Jesus spent in solitude, in silence, and fasting in the
wilderness. Jesus prepared himself in the wilderness for what
the Father had for him in his life and ministry.

* In this season of wandering and preparation, we are invited to
make room for God’s Spirit as we allow him to become the
source of our strength and the Lord of our lives.

* In our Living Ink worship series, we will discover through the
Scriptures that God is the Author of a grand narrative—a tale
that encompasses all our struggles, pain, joys, and victories. This
Author calls us to co-authorship, using our very lives to continue
the Kingdom mission and vision of Jesus in a world poised for
resurrection.



Living Ink | Series Review

Week 1: Entering the Story
* Dying to self and putting on a new identity
* Becoming co-authors in God's grand narrative

Week 2: Wherever He Leads I'll Follow
e Choosing to trust in Him
e Committing to follow Him & walk in faith

Week 3: His Will Made Manifest
e Learning to hear His voice
e Allowing Him to transform us into "living words"






Discerning His Will For Us

Hear the word
e Seek out His instruction

e Discern His will and purpose for us
Be the word

e Allow Him to transform us for that work

Do the word
e Acknowledge & carry out His will



Jesus was in constant conversation with God
Fundamental to our relationship with God

Critical for our spiritual health







The Holy Spirit (our conscience)

Observable phenomenon

Songs, sermons, nature, scripture,
devotionals, acts of others

Other Christians
Communities of accountability



Be the Word

Called to become like Christ

Peace Prayer of Francis of Assisi

Lord, make me an instrument of Your peace. Where there

is hatred, let me sow love; where there is injury, pardon;

where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light; where there is sadness,

joy....

Sometimes this transformation is uncomfortable!






God created us and called us to do good works

These deeds testify to the health of our faith




Train our listening muscles
Seek out partners in discernment

Recognize when we've missed the message




Never Too Late to Respond

1. Paul the Apostle

e Knowledge of the Law was not enough
e God gave him a message he could not ignore

e Eventually repented and allowed God to use him

2. Jonah the Prophet

e Heard God's clear message, but didn't like it
e Tried to run from God's instruction

e Eventually repented and allowed God to use him

3. King David, a man after God's own heart
e Accustomed to hearing from God, but shut Him out

e God spoke to him through the prophet Nathan

e Eventually repented and allowed God to use him



Reflection questions: “His Will Made Manifest”

e Are you actively listening for God's voice?
e |s He waiting for you to respond to something?

e \WWho can you turn to for discernment and
accountability?
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Sermon audio & slides in PDF can be downloaded at:

www.christiansburgmennonite.org



