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“We don't believe something by merely saying we 
believe it, or even when we believe that we believe it. 
We believe something when we act as if it were true.”

Dallas Willard, Renovation of the Heart



Mark 10:17-20 NIV
17 As Jesus started on his way, a man ran up to him and fell 
on his knees before him. “Good teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?”
18 “Why do you call me good?” Jesus answered. “No one is 
good—except God alone. 19 You know the commandments: 
‘You shall not murder, you shall not commit adultery, you 
shall not steal, you shall not give false testimony, you shall 
not defraud, honor your father and mother.’”
20 “Teacher,” he declared, 

“all these I have kept since I was a boy.”



Mark 10:21-22 NIV 
21 Jesus looked at him and loved him. “One thing you lack,” he 
said. “Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”
22 At this the man’s face fell. He went away sad, 

because he had great wealth.



“The rich young ruler was interested in the right answers, 
and he was interested in following God and even “going 
deep.” But he wasn’t interested in anything that required 
him to change his interior world, to deal with the stuff 
rattling around in there…

[These people] want to go into the endless minutiae of 
Scripture, which can be a good thing, but they rarely do 
anything with it. They think that knowing about something 
is the same thing as knowing something. They have bought 
into the lie that knowing more Scripture changes you.”

Mike Breen, Mutiplying Missional Leaders



James 2:14-17 NIV
14 What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone 
claims to have faith but has no deeds? Can such faith save 
them? 15 Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes 
and daily food. 16 If one of you says to them, “Go in peace; 
keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their 
physical needs, what good is it? 17 In the same way, faith 
by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.



James 2:14-17 MSG

Dear friends, do you think you’ll get anywhere in this if 
you learn all the right words but never do anything? Does 
merely talking about faith indicate that a person really has 
it? For instance, you come upon an old friend dressed in 
rags and half-starved and say, “Good morning, friend! Be 
clothed in Christ! Be filled with the Holy Spirit!” and walk 
off without providing so much as a coat or a cup of soup—
where does that get you? Isn’t it obvious that God-talk 
without God-acts is outrageous nonsense?



James 1:22

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.”  NIV

“Don’t fool yourself into thinking that you are a listener 
when you are anything but, letting the Word go in one 
ear and out the other. Act on what you hear!”  MSG



“We operate with the assumption that giving people 
new ideas changes people. It doesn’t. Believing ideas is, 
in fact, a way of not having to change in any significant 
way, especially if you can argue about them. Ideas 
become defenseless… You do not have to substantially 
change to think some new ideas. You always have to 
change to love and forgive ordinary people. We love 
any religion that asks us to change other people. We 
avoid any religion that keeps telling us to change.”

Richard Rohr, How Men Change



“Whatever your heart clings to and confides in, that 
is really your God, your functional savior. ”

Martin Luther



Deuteronomy 12:1-3 NLT 
1 “These are the decrees and regulations you must be 
careful to obey when you live in the land that the LORD, the 
God of your ancestors, is giving you. You must obey them 
as long as you live.2 “When you drive out the nations that 
live there, you must destroy all the places where they 
worship their gods—high on the mountains, up on the 
hills, and under every green tree. 
3 Break down their altars and smash their sacred pillars. 
Burn their Asherah poles and cut down their carved idols. 
Completely erase the names of their gods!



John 14:15-18 NIV
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the 
Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you 
and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world 
cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 
you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 



Breaking the Idol of Ideas
Moving from the Law to Life

• When we think that ideas (beliefs) alone are enough, we are 
like the rich young ruler and the Pharisees. We’re not 
embracing Jesus, the One who changes us!

• For our interior world to be transformed by Christ, we must 
orient our lives toward faithful obedience.

• God wants us to get our LIFE from experiencing Jesus in 
obedience to his commands, not from the certainty of our 
ideas, creedal statements, theology & doctrines.

• In order to smash the idol of ideas on the altar of your ego, 
you need to repent and allow the Spirit to renew your mind—
holding orthodoxy and orthopraxy together.

• Where are you getting your LIFE? Are there some idols that 
you need to break so that your “beliefs” can become faith?



by Pastor David Flowers

Sermon audio & slides in PDF can be downloaded at: 

www.christiansburgmennonite.org


